this week, The Secret Admirer is: 


Something wonderful is coming 
to a close soon. It might be unex- 
pected. Take an extra moment to 
appreciate the ways in which this 
is a golden age--one to which you 
will look back fondly. 


This is a week of familiarity and 
charging up. Your spring is coiled 
tightly and_you_ will soon fire for- 
ward into uncharted territory. 
Take time to appreciate the famil- 
iar things that strengthen you. 


Be as the magpie and gather 
things to-your nest. It's a good 
time to acquire new material pos- 
sessions and discard or pass along 
the old. You have a particular in- 
sight that could solve a mystery. 


It's a rough year for you for some 
reason! This week will provide an 
island of respite and a chance to 
move forward. Be vocal with your 
needs and ask for a raise! Luck is 
temporarily on your side. 


A good thing is at risk of failing 
due to undeserved jealously or 
anxiety on your part. It might be 
very hard for you to relinquish 
control, but a trusting free fall will 
show you your true allies. 


Even keel! Sit back and let the 
wind carry you where it will. Use 
your free_time for introspective 
contemplation and the formula- 
tion of. mid-range goals. Plans 
made this week are blessed. 
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Staying Sane with David Otter 


So. You start to notice that you're stepping 
on all the sidewalk tiles that share a plane. 
You know? so they share an edge for at 
least a little bit. That way, if all the tiles you 
haven't stepped on fall away, you'll have a 
solid bridge between major cracks. Since 
the edges are more likely to support one 
another. You never know which crack will 
be weight-bearing. 


Don't do this! You're developing OCD! In- 
stead, every third or fourth tile, intention- 
ally step on tiles that only share a corner. 


Fun house mirror phenomena will 
make you particularly susceptible 
to a new infatuation, be it a per- 
son or a hobby, but you're filling 
in the dotted lines with fluffy opti- 
mism. You gotta be realistic. 


Cail 


Chase ambitions like whims this 
week. Bite off more:than you can 
chew and see what happens. You 
might surprise yourself with the 
amount of shit you can handle 
when you hold your head high. 
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You are a delight this week. You're 
open to what the world gives you 
in such a way that people will 
open up in new. directions. Trust 
and compassion will get you fur- 
ther than you previously thought. 


You're a swirling hive of secrets 
this week. Someone will tell you 
something sensitive and it is in 
your best interest to keep your 
mouth shut about it, no matter 
how much fun it can be to dish. 


Certain of your eccentricities are 
coming into the limelight. Pay 
attention. Something that has 
hitherto been yours alone is now 
something the kool kids are do- 
ing. Don't get mad. Stay kool. 


You've crested the mighty hill 
and can take a break in the rari- 
fied aeries of success! Sit down 
and make a sweat angel. You've 
earned yourself a good chunk of 
immature fun time. Embrace it. 
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This is admitting to yourself that it's un- 
likely that unsteppedon tiles will fall away. 
You're putting your money where your 
mouth is. 


Go further. Work your way up to tiles that 
don't touch at all. Avoid the tiles that 
share an edge or a corner, thus proving 
you KNOW that the tiles won't fall away. 
Don't let yourself step on more than 3 tiles 
that share edges in succession. Otherwise 
you might start to obsess. 


Naturally, avoid the cracks. | mean, you're 
not crazy. 
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howling at you 
whenever 
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Well shiver me timbers! It's a Junk 
Drawer Issue. Old clothes pins, dead 
batteries, coins from other countries, 
string, candle stubs, and expired cou- 
pons. 


Idea for a Short Story 


Opening scene: two people in a room 
glaring intently ata notebook. They are 
planning a double suicide ritual. With 
gravitas, they begin reading the story 
in the notebook- one they've written 
together. It starts with a map. They run 
their fingers over the dried watercolor. 
They read aloud. The narrative switch- 
es to their story for 100 or so pages. 
It's magical realism autobiography. 
In this story they formulate a plan to 
create characters of themselves with 
such momentum and purpose, that 
at a particularly thin moment, their 
life force, if drained from their bodies, 
could seek refuge in its pages rather 
than the afterlife. They create forms to 
which they are the shadows. 


The moment comes and they rake 
razors down their arms and continue 
reading, fading, buzzing, galloping to- 
wards the end of their half-completed 
story. They collapse entwined across 
the book, amidst the sour iron stink 
of blood and ginger shampoo. A beat. 
Character A wakes up and he is in the 
story, he knows immediately. His arms 
are healed. He runs to the window 
and the world is bigger, younger, his. 
He rouses character B and she rises, 
thrilled. They embrace and leave, hand 
in hand to explore their magical world. 
Meanwhile character B awakens in a 
harshly lit emergency room, her arms 
nettled and her throat cold and metal- 
lic. She was saved. Sorrow overtakes 
her. She learns A died. She recovers 
slowly and begins to heal. Upon her 
release, she goes to his room to claim 
the notebook as a memento. She finds 
that not only is it much further along, 
but that it writes itself before her eyes. 
Stranger still, her character is still in 
the book. A's conception of her. The 
story becomes her and him communi- 


cating through magic and writing, her 
interjecting clues into the story from 
outside of it, and the shadow spirit 
version of her becoming increasingly 
jealous, splashed with typical mythy 
schmaltz and witchy superstition. 


Return to Sender 


A bunch of stuff. A bunch of stuff. Shak- 
ing leaves and windy whispered half 
memories. Trails of dirt. Hard-packed 
dirt and pine needles under bare feet. 
Cold dirt. Faster. A bunch of stuff. Vi- 
brating stars from water towers. New 
constellations made of dead stars. Of 
dead memories. Dead pets and part- 
ners pass above a wheel of sky. An 
ocean tide. An inhale exhale play for 
power. An infinity. A pedal wheel gal- 
axy of speed. Faster. A pothole. Your 
face. So much stuff. I've saved so much 
stuff on the off chance that I'd meet 
you. So much stuff. Cigar box. Junk 
drawer. Key. Lock. Cloud. Here. Kneel- 
ing. Hands cupped. So much stuff. 
Dripping and salty. Clean sheets. Open 
window. Your face. Cold dirt. Old stars. 
Old light. Turn out the light. Warm 
garden of limbs. I've saved it for you. | 
waited. | love you. | found you. 


719 South 4th Street , 


MARKET & CAFE 
Philly’s Premier Organic Market Since 1969 


CATS PREFER 


BAGS MADE IN PHILLY. 


a —— 
RELOADBAGS.com 


Douladelphta 


WWW .DOULADELPHIA.COM 


FIND A DOULA. BE A DOULA. 


Really 


Get +o Know 
Use the code SECRET 
your Food! for $15 off your first 


order. Visit 


to check out the most 
customizable farm 
share in Philadelphia 


ene UNIQUE WaARES By 
CREATIVE MAKERS 


WEST PHILADELPHIA 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 vIxXEMPORIUM.COM 


13 & Pine 

guy- | just need to find a meaningful 
relationship so | don't hafta go out and 
buy a pussy! 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


EL Bar 

guy 1- You know him! Sleazy E! 

guy 2- What's he look like? 

guy 1- He's got a pompadour... he's 
like, real goofy... he's got the same 
birthday as me.... (long pause) | guess 
that's not really a description. 


On train to AC 

gal- Have you ever been to Philly? 

guy- Yeah, I've been to Hershey Park. 

gal- Hershey Park's like, near Pitts- 
burgh. 

guy- Oh, | always get Philadelphia 
and Pennsylvania mixed up. 


holly firesheets 


cummask.tumblr.com 
cove ESbA: CUM.MAS KE 
Around Town 
person- It's fluctuation. It's motion. 
You can't get upset about it. 
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47 & ye pe In an elevator 
2S Le person- You know where my wife 
fe f J 
a Opirits wants to go for our anniversary? The 
range! 


Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Big Gay Ice Cream 

guy 1- Did you see that video with 
Mario and Sonic the Hedgehog mak- 
ing out and fucking? 

guy 2- | swear to god, that's the fifth 
time you've brought this up to me. 

guy 1- Really?? No way! ... huh. 


KKK KK 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to | Fun New Words 


Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Prilwist. Noun. The memory ghost in 
your heart. The regret dream demon 
rictus. The realization that every time 
you drink it isn't you taking something 
in, but the bottle drinking something 
from you. The habit that remembers. 
The knowledge that an empty syringe/ 
bottle is full of what you were. The walk 
you take in a cold town to find dregs 
of a ghost you drank away. The echo 
of the echo of a bell you long to ring, 
but can no longer find. The broken 
glass of a bottle that you can't drink-- 
the shards that continue to drink from 
your slick red palms. The wall on which 
your black fallout shadow thumbs its 
nose at you. The passing of something 
already past. The lonely wind you'll 
feel from now on. The box of letters 
you didn't write. The phalanx of drinks 
bustling and clinking to drink what's 
left of you. The close-eyed smile, the 
limp wristed twist, the parched throat, 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


‘cause menstruation ain't taboo! 


ost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


Around Town 

middle-aged white gal with a toddler, 
to her friend- Sugar is literally worse for 
you than heroin. 


Frankford Ave 

highschool-aged guy 1- | had to get 
ribs removed when | was a kid, so | 
could breathe, then | could suck my 
own dick, but they grew back so! can't 
now. 

h-ag 2- Oh shit. That's the dream. You 
had the dream. 


The Barbery 
gal- You don't need to drink water if 
you hold your pee. That's a fact. 


South St 

gal- |t's pretty optimistic to assume 
that meeting your other half will be a 
pleasant experience. 


:"" KEEP OVERHEARD ALIVE! | 
: send in the good bits: : 
° text 603 203 4766 ° 


Coeeceeeceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee® 


the shrinking island. The hangover 
that finds you on a naked mattress. 
The wind that comes through a tilted 
doorway to remind you of spring, of 
staying home sick as a child. The mor- 
tality of our purest self, and the grim 
resolution that we live long beyond 
the funeral of our purest self. Cheers. 


Episfet. Verb. To wring a lovely minute 
out of an awful hour. To resolve said 
minute into a plan. To swing said plan 
like a grappling hook. To climb that 
rope to whatever it grasps. To meet 
whatever it grasps with a smile. To 
mean the smile. To move to Portland, 
Maine and take classes in storytell- 
ing. To call your parents more. To draw 
strength from granite and slate gray 
seawater. To build a boat. To sail out of 
mediocrity and into myth. To invent a 
constellation in an otherwise inkblack 
sky. To thank the flower for its dirt. To 
fall in love again. To be happy, despite 
everything. To sink into optimism. 


across 
1. Appreciate a sensory expression 
6. Bomb shelter food staple 
10. At what spot in linear time 
14. To omit or ignore 
15. Anagram of AULT 
16. New York hoagie 
17. Plants we have no use for 
18. Initial bet 
19. Common tuxedo cat name 
20. Reporter 
22. Prevents opening 
23. How frequently was the poet sad? 
24. Concerning (archaic) 
26. An instance of rising 
30. Just some guys! 
32. Prohibitively restricted 
33. Spa bath ingredient 
37. Adrift in the unfamiliar 
38. Bewilders and confuses 
39. Unilateral 
40. Made sacred 
42. Sets wounds to rights 
43. Release or detach 
44. Tap for 1 green mana 
45. Twangy-voiced 
. Awhole bunch 
. Central points 
. Domineering 
. Italian currency 
. A guy on the inside 
. Small drum 
. Applications 
. A really long time 
. Issues 
. XYST. Can't think of a good clue 
. Mats of grass 
Next to the power button ona 


Nintendo Entertainment System 55. At one time 
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1. Bound with thread 

2. Away from the wind 

3. Relative vantage 

4. Likelihoods 

5. React 

6. What keys do to cars 

7. Multifaceted word plays 

8. Countertenor 

9. Frenzied followers of Dionysus 

10. Box store 

11. Long-necked calm wader 

12. Pitchin’a tent 

13. Cozy corner 

21. Electronic fund transfer e e 

25. Unsullied by time 

26. Possessing the necessary skills 

27. In the near future 

28. Toss bad words 

29. Unwavering supporter 

30. A baker’s has an extra 

31. This type of condom looks like a 
dead jellyfish 

33. Married to a raja 

34. Differentiating quality 

35. Finishes 

36. Take 5 

38. The dangling carrot to students 

41. Long chain of nucleotides 

42. Red Bull competition 

44. The ally of my enemy 

45. Producing excessive decibles 

46. Pooh's woods had 100 

47. A quantity of follicle secretions 

48. MTV's Aeon 

50. Walt Kelly’s Okefenokee comic strip 

51. Laid bare one’s need 

52.1 relate to this sentiment 

53. Nile bird 

54. What Bernie supporters forgot to do 
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LAST 


TIME’S 


Let's build a nest 


Travia Tire 


1- Name the best friend of Lewis.Carrol's Carpenter. 
2- What was Alexander. Graham Bell's suggestion for answering the phone? (hint: Mr Burns) 
3- The English word ‘honcho' comes from this language. 
4- What is the common name of hydrogen hydroxide? 
5- In which state. was Bill Clinton born? 
ANSWERS ON BACK 


out of the garbage 


that is our lives. 
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